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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/02/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whiteside etal. [US 6,844,845] in view of Jones, Jr. et al. [US 5,991,165]. 
Regarding claims 1 and 3 , Whiteside et al. disclose a casing body (10, figure 2) having 
a main body (176, figures 2-3) and a front surface panel (36, figures 2-3) having a step 
therebetween (a step down as shown in the figures 2-3), the casing body further having 
a sharp edge formed at a corner by the step (see the step between the body 36 and 
region 176, as shown in the figure 3), the casing body further having a small boss (178, 
figures 2-3) positioned near the step such that a user's hand or finger can contact both 
the sharp edge and the small boss at the same time, wherein the small boss is provided 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,880 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2841 

at a position that allows a force from a contact of the user's hand or finger at the sharp 
edge at the edge and the small boss. 

Whiteside et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for the small boss 
being formed of a corner position of the casing body. 

Jones, Jr. et al. disclose a portable electronic device (10, figures 1-2) including at 
least one small boss (a dimple discloses at a corner of intersection of two walls of the 
frame 12, figure 2) at the corner or the casing of the portable electronic device, the 
position of the small boss is approximately 0.1 millimeters from each outer edge of the 
two walls (see figure 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the mounting position design of Jones, Jr. et al. in Whiteside 
et al., for the purpose of providing rigidity each corner of the portable electronic device. 
Regarding claim 2 , Whiteside et al., as modified, further disclose wherein the casing 
being used for an audio device (figure 13, column 9, line 59-column 10, line 4). 
Regarding claim 4 , Whiteside et al., as modified, disclose the small boss having a 
substantially semi-spherical shape (see figure 14). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Hung S. Bui/ 
Art Unit 2841 



